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Abstract
We have a notion of what ‘noir’ means in cinema, but what about the epithet ‘Nordic’? Understanding and discussing the Nordic element in ‘Nordic noir’ is the main purpose of this lecture. This is pursued by tracing the concepts of location and identity in selected episodes of three TV series representative of Nordic noir – Wallander (2005-), Forbrydelsen (The Killing, 2007, 2009, 2012), and the Swedish-Danish co-production Bron |Broen (The Bridge, 2011, 2013, 2015). Considering the roots of Nordic noir is important in order to understand what the concept implies, including its melancholic and dark features. The common roots and the different ways in which the Nordic countries traditionally see each other are therefore investigated – with Denmark and Sweden in the main roles. The lecture concludes with a perspective considering the role of Nordic noir vis-à-vis international TV drama productions.
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